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Listening Sessions on 
Plan EJ 2014: Considering Environmental Justice in Permitting 

Environmental Justice is one of Administrator Lisa P. Jackson's top priorities for EPA.  Plan EJ 
2014 is EPA's roadmap for carrying out the Administrator's priority. 

As laid out in the ‘Plan EJ 2014 Considering Environmental Justice in Permitting’ draft 
implementation plan, EPA is examining ways to better integrate environmental justice 
considerations into the permits issued under the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act and other 
environmental laws.  A crucial step in this process is for EPA to get feedback from individuals 
and organizations that have experience and an interest in this issue on the focus and outcomes 
of the initiative.  Accordingly, EPA has scheduled six Listening Sessions, organized by 
stakeholder group, to provide an opportunity for those stakeholders to express their views on 
the initiative.  

Suggested topics for comment are: 

• What ideas do you have for tools or mechanisms to assist in incorporating EJ into 
permitting? 

• In light of your experience with environmental justice issues in the context 
of a facility permit, what are your successes and lessons learned? 

• What permits (e.g., the type and location) should EPA focus on in the initiative? 
• Some states have developed programs addressing EJ in Permitting. For example, Connecticut 

and Indiana: 
o www.ct.gov/dep/environmentaljustice (Connecticut) 
o http://www.epa.state.il.us/environmental-justice/public-participation-policy.pdf 

(Illinois) 
Do you have any recommendation for the EPA initiative based on the state programs? 

Schedule for Listening Sessions: 

Session 1: States and Tribes 
June 6, 2011, 2 pm to 4 pm EST 
Call In Number: 
 
Session 2: Regulated Community 
June 9, 2011, 1 pm to 3 pm EST 
Call In Number: 
 
Session 3: Environmental Protection and Community Organizations  
June 9, 2011, 3pm to 5 pm EST 
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Call In Number: 
 
Session 4: Tribes:  Governments, communities, businesses  
June 13, 2011, 2 pm to 3 pm EST 
Call In Number: 
 
Session 5:  Environmental Justice Communities and Individual Stakeholders 
June 13:  6 pm to 8 pm 
Call In Number: 
 
Session 6:  Spanish language – all stakeholder groups  
June 13:  8 pm to 9 pm EST 
Call In Number: 

Purpose of the Listening Sessions: The listening sessions will provide an opportunity for 
speakers to convey to EPA ideas, concerns and recommendations in connection with EPA’s EJ 
Permitting Initiative. These Listening Sessions are intended as opportunities for EPA to listen to 
you, therefore EPA will not be responding to comments on the call. The comments will inform 
EPA’s work on the EJ permitting initiative going forward. 

How the Listening Sessions will work:  EPA has designed a process to allow EPA to hear from as 
many organizations and individuals as possible. Each Listening Session will focus on a particular 
stakeholder group.  To ensure that everyone has an opportunity to share their views, we ask 
that only members of that particular stakeholder group ask to speak and only one 
representative of a particular organization provide remarks during the Listening Session. 
Individuals that are not able to speak on the call can submit written comments before and after 
the Listening Sessions. A recording and transcript of every listening session will be available on 
the EJ website after the sessions.   

To Submit Written Comments 

We welcome written comments before or after the Listening Sessions. The deadline for 
submitting written comments is June 30, 2011. Please submit written comments via email to 
ejpermitting@epa.gov. 

For Additional Information or Questions, please contact ejpermitting@epa.gov. 


