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OVERVIEW
 Plan EJ 2014
 a roadmap to help EPA better integrate 

environmental justice into the Agency’s programs, 
policies, and activities

 EJ Permitting Initiative 
 co-lead by EPA’s Office of Air and Radiation, Office 

of General Counsel and Region 1
 run by an inter-Agency workgroup comprised of staff 

from every EPA region and multiple program offices 
in headquarters
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GOALS OF PERMITTING
INITIATIVE

 Enable disproportionately burdened communities 
to have full and meaningful access to the 
permitting process

 Address environmental justice issues for permits 
issued under EPA’s authorities to the greatest 
extent practicable
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FOCUS FOR YEAR 1: 
EARLY 2011/EARLY 2012

 Develop a cohesive suite of implementable tools for 
EPA-issued permits (for example, EPA guidance on 
enhanced public participation)

 Produce a public database of many other tools

 “Tools” – defined broadly to include not only guidance, 
but also best practices, templates, reports, checklists, 
case studies, mapping and screening tools, protocols, 
trainings, sample language, and other resources.  
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IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

 Finished formal public comment period in April -
solicited existing tools/best practices, case studies and 
recommendations for needed tools

 Received numerous formal and informal comments 
from CAAAC members

 Final implementation plan to be posted shortly

 Continue to welcome and seek comments and 
participation
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UPCOMING MILESTONES

 Hosting 6 public listening sessions in June

 This summer collecting/editing/developing draft tools

 This fall looking for opportunities to test draft tools

 Early winter seeking comments on draft tools

 Goal to finalize first suite of tools by end of 2011/early 
2012

 2012+ focused on training and implementation, and 
development of additional tools
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HOW CAAAC 
CAN BE INVOLVED

 Collecting existing tools
 Help us identify existing tools across the country for 

our database
 Advise us on which priority tools EPA should “adopt” 

for EPA-issued permits

 Reaching out to/connecting with others
 Informally introduce us to agencies, institutions and 

individuals who have successfully integrated EJ into 
permitting

 Tell others about our listening sessions and other 
upcoming opportunities to comment
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

 What are some of the existing tools (best practices, 
guidance, templates, reports, checklists, mapping and 
screening tools, protocols, trainings, etc) that we 
should know about?

 Are there priority tools that you would like to see us 
focus on in year 1 or 2?

 Who should we reach out to immediately?
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NEXT STEPS
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FOR MORE INFORMATION

 Please contact Co-Chair Janet McCabe, Principal Deputy 
Assistant Administrator, Office of Air and Radiation

 Or staff lead Michelle Roos, Office of Policy Analysis and 
Review, Office of Air and Radiation, 
roos.michelle@epa.gov
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